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PLATA DEL ESTE,

July 3, 1898.
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, WASHINGTON:

At 9.30 A. M. to-day, Spanish squadron, seven in all, including one gun-
boat, came out of Santiago in column and was totally destroyed within an
hour, excepting Cristobal Golan, which was chased forty-five miles to west-
ward by commander-ra-eMef, Brooklyn, Oregon, and Texas, surrendering to
Brooklyn, but was beached to prevent sinking. None of our officers or
men were injured, except aboard Brooklyn Chief Yeoman Ellis was killed
and one man wounded. Admiral Cervera, all commanding officers except-
ing of Oquendo, about seventy other officers and 1,600 men are prisoners.
About 350 killed or drowned and 160 wounded; latter cared for on Solace
and Olivette. Have just arrived off Santiago in Marllehead to take charge
while Commander-in-chief is looking out for Cristobal Colon.

WATSON.

It ought to be stated that the first intelligence which reached
Guantanamo on the morning of the fight was to the effect that
Cervera *s squadron had outwitted the American squadron
blockading Santiago and had escaped. There was much regret
expressed then for those who would have had to answer for that
bit of bad luck, and not a little relief was felt that no official
censure could include those who were not present off Santiago
at the time.

The New York returned from Tarquino to the blockading
line off Santiago on the morning of July 4th, and reported the
total loss of the Cristobal Colon, which had capsized on account
of her under-water compartments having filled with water, this
being due to injuries done to her piping in the engine and fire
rooms and believed to have been the work of her own crew.

As the Brooklyn's injuries needed to be looked after in
smooth water, she was directed to proceed to Guantanamo, but
before starting finally for that place on the afternoon of July
4th? a preliminary report of the action of the day before, giving
fuller details, was addressed to the Commander-in-chief, in order
to enable him to make a more detailed report of this great vic-
tory. It was all the more important that fuller details should
be in his hands, from the fact that the battle of the day before,
from beginning to end, took place out of signal distance from
the New York and could only have been observed on that vessel
from the smoke rising far beyond her horizon. This report, re-
produced from the official press copybook of the Brooklyn, is
as follows:s.                                                                      CEBVEBA.
